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Sapph;;d/caeus (Lawrence Alma-Tadema: 1881)

THE GREEK (PALATINE) ANTHOLOGY |

Introduction

This anthology of 3,765 poems in Greek was drawn from a compilation made c. AD
900 by the Byzantine schoolmaster Constantine Cephalas, to which later additions
were made (e.g. Christian and descriptive epigrams) and subtractions, not to
mention editions, one by Planudes in 1301 (now misleadingly associated with Book
16). The full form in which we now have it was not officially published until 1803
(revised 1817). Doubtless Strato’s homoerotic poetry (Book 12) had something to do
with it.

In this introduction we will sample one epigram from each of the sixteen
volumes.

Book1: Christian Epigrams

Most of these inscription are found in Byzantine churches pre-AD 1000. They are a
later addition to the original anthology. Note in this epigram the point about the
effect of colour.

Prints of Angels




The image of the invisible Prince of the Angels incorporeal in form —
greatly daring was the wax that formed it!
Butyetitis not without grace; fora man looking at the image
directs his mind to a higher contemplation.
5 No longer has he a confused veneration, butin himself
imprinting the image, he trembles before him, as if he were present.
The eyes stir up the depths of the spirit, and art knows how to
Convey by colours the prayers of the soul.

daokottov ayyeAiapyov, acwpatov Sl LopRg,
A LEya TOAUNELG KNPOG ATIETTAACATO-
EUTING OUK AxXApLaoTov, ETIEL BpoTOG €ikOVA AEUTTWV
Bupov amibuvel kpéooovi @avtaain:
50UKETLS AAAOTIpOCaAAoV Exel 0€Bag, AAN €V EQUTH
TOV TUTIOV £yYpAYAs WG TIAPEOVTA TPEUEL
Oupata & otpuvouaot Babuv voov, oide &€ TExvN
xpwuaot topOpeloal TNV ppevog ikeainy.
Agathias Scholasticus 1.34

Book 2: Christodorus’ description of the bronze statues in the famous gymnasium
of Zeuxippus in Egypt

Anybody in ancient myth or history who was anyone features in these epigrams.
Here is Aeneas’ wife Creusa:

Creusa

And | wondered looking on Creusa by mourning raiment—
wife of Aeneas—shadowed over. Around

150 both her cheeks drawing her veil,

she wrapped her whole body around in a long gown,

as one lamenting; her bronze tears

signified that her nurse Troy had been captured by Ares,
having been besieged by the Greek warriors.
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'Hyaoapunv 6& Kpéouoav idwv TtevOnpovt Koo,
ouyyapov Aivelao KatdoKiov: ap@l yap altaig

150 ApPOTEPALS KpNOEUVOV EPEAKUTTAOA TIAPELALS,
TIavta TEPLS EKAAUPE TTOONVEKEL XPOA TIETIAW,

01d Te pUpPOEVN: TA O€ XaAKea SAkpua vUU®NG

"Apei doupikTnTov Epavievovto TbnRvny,

"IAlov Apyeiolatv EeApévov doTidlwTalg.

2.148-54

Book 3: The Cyzicene epigrams

These were inscribed by Attalus and Eumenes on a monumentin Cyzicus dedicated
to their beloved mother Apollonis. They represent filial devotion.

Anticleia

Anticleia, mother of wise Odysseus,

you did not live to receive your son in Ithaca;
but at you on the shore of Acheron

he marvels, seeing his sweet mother.

natep Oducofiog TIVUTOPPOoVOG AVTiKAELQ,
{®oa pev eig’lBaknv oy UTtESEED TTALV-
AAAA og vOv AxEpovTog ETTL pnyUioL yey®doav
Bapfel, dva yAukepav patepa 6gpKOUEVOG.
3.8
Book 4: The proems of some anthologies

These contain the proems to three collections of poetry. They end with a poem
about the value of such anthologies:
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Columns and pictures and inscribed tablets are a source
of great delight to those who possess them,
but only during their life; for the empty glory of man
does not much benefit the spirits of the dead.
5 But virtue and the grace of wisdom both accompany us there
and survive here attracting memory. So neither Plato nor Homer
takes pride in pictures or monuments, but in wisdom alone.
Blessed are they whose memory is enshrined in wise volumes
10 and notin empty images.

otAAat Kal ypagideg kai KUpPLeg, elPpoaUVNG LEV
aitia toig talta KTNoauévolg HeyaAng,
AA\ €g 0oov {woual. Ta yap KEVA KUOEA PWTMV
Puyaic olYopEVwY oU HAAa CUQEPETAL.
510 ApeTh ocowing Te Xapig kai KeiBL ouvepTEl,
KAvOade pipvadel pvoTLv EQEAKOUEV.
oUtwg oUte MAdtwv BpevBuetal olT dp ‘Ounpog
Xpwpaolv f otiAatg, AAAa povn cogin.
OABLOL MV pvA N TIVUT®V EviteUxeat BifAwy,
10  AAMN OUK £G KEVEQG €ikOvag EVOLAEL.
Agathias Scholasticus 4.4

Book 5: Love poems

Love’s torment

| fell in love, kissed, got lucky, scored, am loved.
But who I am, and whose, and how —god only knows.

‘Hpaabny, épilouy, ETuxov, Katémpas, ayarmmpat:
Tig &€, kai A, kai Ttég, ) B¢ 0ide povn.
Anonymous 5.51

Book 6: Dedicatory epigrams

These cover a huge range: public, historical, male (large number of occupations)
and female.
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A mousy anti-dedication

Out of my hut, you mice that love the dark! Leonidas’
poor meal-tub does not know how to feed mice.

The old manis contented if he has salt and two barley-cakes.
This is the life we accepted from my fathers.

5Sowhy do you dig for treasure in that corner, you glutton,
where you won’t even taste leftovers from dinner?

Hurry and be off to other houses (mine are thin pickings)
where you'll carry off much more fare.

Delyed’ UTIEK KAAU NG, OKOTIOL LUEG: OUTL TIEVLXPN
nUg atrtun Pookelv 0ide Aewvidew.
auTtapkng O TtpeafBug Exwv dAa kal duo kpipva-
EK TIATEPWV TAUTNV NVETAEV BloThv.
5T Ti LeTaAEUELG TOTTOV LUXOV, B PLAOALYVE,
oud’ amodelmvidiou yeuodpevog okuBdaou;
OTteUd WV €ig AAAOUG 0iKOUG (B1—Tapd §& Aitd—
GV ATIO TIAELOTEPNV Oloeal ApHAALnV.
Leonidas 6.302

Book 7: Sepulchral epigrams

Burning your boat

Mygdon, the span of his life finished, went in his own boat
to Hades, not requiring the ferry-boat of the dead.

For she who was in life his support and the witness of his toil,
often loaded with his prey from the sea,

5was his fellow-traveller in death too, when to his end
he came in company with the burning boat;
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so faithful to her master was she, increasing his substance
and travelling with him to life and to death.

MUydwv téppa Bioto Aaxwv, altdéatolog AABev
gig aidnv, vekUwv TtopOUidog oU XatEwv.
AV yap €xe (wwv Blodwtopa, paptupa poxdwv,
aypaig eivaAiaig TtoAaki fpiBopévny,
5t voe kal v Bavatw Adaxe ouvopopov, eUTe TEAEUTNV
gUpeTo OUAANEAG OAKAOL KALOHEVN).
oUTw TILOTOV AVaKTL TLEAEV OKAPOG, Oikov AESov
Muydovi, kai gupTttAdouy &g Biov, g Bavartov.
Julianus 7.585

Book 8: Epigrams of St Gregory of Nazianus

St Gregory (AD 329-390) was a close friend of Sts Basil and Chrysostom.

Epitaph for Martinianus

If there be any Tantalus dry-throated in the deceitful waters,
if any rock above his head ever frightening him,

if any imperishable liver of a sinner that is a feast to the birds,
if there be a fiery river and eternal darkness

5and depths of Tartarus and savage demons,
and other punishrnents of the dead In Hades,

may whoever injures renowned Martinianus
by disturbing his tomb, suffer every terror.

gitig Tavtahog €otiv €v Udaatv aliog AToTOlG,
gl TIG UTTEP KEPAARG TIETPOG AEL POBEwWY,
daTToOUEVOV T OpVICLY Aaynpaov ATIap aAttpod,
KAl TIUPOELG TTOTApOG, Kal {ogog abdavatog,
5 Taptapeoi te puyol kai daipoveg aypiobupot,
aMatte @BIpévwy Tioleg iv aidt-
00TIg MapTtiviavov ayakA£a dSnAnoaito
TUpBov avoxAidwv, dsipata tavta gépol.
Gregory Nazianus 8.104
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Book 9: Declamatory epigrams

On the lavatories in a suburb of Smyrna

Blest are you, long-suffering labourer! Life for you is ever
to put up with with the pains of hoeing and poverty.
Simple are your meals, and you sleep in the woods,
after satisfying your throat’s vast thirst for water.
5 Yetyou are perfectly healthy, and sitting here for a few moments
Atonce lighten your belly.
You don’t rub down the lower part of your spine,
or beatyour thighs, but you get rid of the burden naturally.
They are in evil case, the rich and those who associate with them,
10  whom feasting pleases more than sound health.
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Hipvelv kal okamavng dAyea kai meving:
ATa 6€ oot kai deittva, kat év Euhoxotal kaBeUdelg,
Udatog EUTIANCAg AQLUOV AUETPOTIOTNV.
5 EUTING AptiTtog €00i, kai évBade Baia kabeaobeig
autika yaotépa onv Bfikag Ehagpotdtnv
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10  oigTtA€ov Apteping eladev silaTtivn.
Agathias Scholasticus 9.644

Book 10: Hortatory and admonitory epigrams
Moderation in all things

Enjoy your possessions as if about to die,
and use your goods sparingly as if about to live.

That man is wise who understands both these commandments,
and has applied a measure both to thrift and unthrift.
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Pseudo-Lucian10.26
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Book 11: Convivial and satirical epigrams

A vegetarian meal

Apelles gave us a supper as if he had butchered a garden,
thinking he was feeding sheep and not friends.

There were radishes, chicory, fenugreek, lettuces, leeks, onions,
basil, mint, rue, and asparagus.

51 was afraid that after all these things he would serve me with hay,
sowhen | had eaten some half-soaked lupins | went off.

w¢ KATTOV TEBUK®G, deittvov TtapeBnkev ATIEAARG,
oilopevog Bookelv avti @iAwy Ttpofarta.

AV pagavig, g€pig Av, ThAg, Bpidakeg, tpdoa, foABoli,
WKLoV, NOUOC OV, TIyavov, aoTtdpayog:

50eioag &’ €k ToUTWV Ui Kai xoptov tapabi pot,
deimvioag B€ppoug NuLBpexels, Epuyov.

Ammianus11.413

Book 12: Strato’s homo-erotic epigrams (Musa puerilis)

A Ganymede

In summer, when | was athirst, | kissed the tender-fleshed boy
and said, when | was free of my parching thirst,
‘Father Zeus, the nectareous kiss of Ganymede,
doyoudrink and is this the wine he tenders to your lips?
For now that | have kissed the fairest of our youth,
Antiochus, | have drunk the sweet honey of the soul.
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SIPQV we EpiAnoa BEpeug ataloyxpoa Ttaioaq,
elma ot avxunpav digav AToTpoPuUywV
Zel atep, dpa @iknpa 16 vektapeov Mavupndeug
TTivelg, kal T0de ool XelAealv oivoyoel;
Kalyap €yo TovV KaAov €v NiBEotat piAnoag
Avtioxov, PUxfg NOU TIETIWKA HEAL.
Meleager12.133

Book 13: Epigrams in various metres
Tetrameters
| pity you, Aristokleides, first of all among my brave friends;
You lost your young life, defending the country from enslavement.
(tum-ti-tum-tum x 4)
AAKIHWV 0’, © 'pLOTOKAELDN, TIp&TOV OIKTEIPW PIAWV:
wAgoag & RPNV, Apuvwy Ttatpidog SouAniny.

Anacreon13.4

Book 14: Arithmetical problems, riddles, oracles

Guess the age

For the whole life he lived as a boy,

Demochares lived a quarter of it. As a young man, for a fifth part of it,
among men for a third, and when he reached grey old age

he lived thirteen years more on the threshold of old age.

TIavtog 0oou Befiwke Xpdvou Ttalg HeV TO TETAPTOV

Anpoyxapng Befiwke- venviokog 6€ TO TLEUTITOV,

10 TpiTOV €1g Avdpag: TIOALOV & 0T AIKETO yipag

g¢noev Aottta Tplokaideka ynpaog oUud Q.

Solution: He lived 15 years as a boy, 12 as a young man, 10 as a man, and 13 years as
anold man; in ail 6o.

Anonymous 14.127
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Book15: Miscellanea

Homeric editor at work

|, Cometas, finding the books of Homer

corrupt and quite unpunctuated,

punctuated them and polished them artistically,
throwing away the rubbish as being useless,

5and with my hand | rejuvenated what was useful.
Hence writers not erroneously

now desire to learn them, but as is proper.

eUpwv Kopntag tag Ounpeioug BifAoug
EpBappévag te KoUdAP®G EOTIYHEVAG,
otiag dleopileuoa taltag EVIEXVWG,

TV oatpiav pugag pHev wg axpnaotiayv,
5ypayag §’ ékalvoupynaoda Tnv elxpnaoTiav.
gvtelBev ol ypAPovTeG OUK E0QAAUEVWG
Hadnti®dotv, wg Eolke pavoavelv.

Cometas (c. AD1000) 15.38

Book 16: Epigrams from the Anthology put together by Planudes

Nick Robinson and Homer
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‘Were you a Chian? ‘I say “No”’. ‘What then, a Smyrnian? ‘I deny it.’
‘Was either Cyme or Colophon your native place, Homer?
‘Neither.’ ‘Was Salamis your city? ‘No, neither from her
Do | spring.’ ‘But tell me yourself where you were born.’
51 will not.” ‘Why? ‘| know for sure that, if | tell the truth,
| shall make the other cities my enemies.’

‘Xlog €pug;’ ‘00 @nuL.’ ‘Tl dai, Zpupvaiog;’ ‘amauvd®.’
‘Kupn 6’ f Kodogpwv Ttatpig, ‘Ounpe, obev;’

‘Oudetepn.” ‘Talapig 6& Ten TOALG; ‘0Ud’ Ato Tautng
eS€uUV. ‘AA\ autog AeSov Ot yéyovag.’

‘OUK €péw.’ ‘Tivog Apa;’ NMETEIOY OTL TATPEKEG EITTOV
€6 Tag AAAag appty amexBopévag.’

Anonymous16.299

Next week: ‘They told me, Heraclitus..’, and his one extant nightingale.
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